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Cheat on a Drug Test? It’s against the law

Methamphetamine

Methamphetamine is a powerfully
addictive stimulant that dramatically
affects the central nervous system. The
drug is made easily in clandestine labo-
ratories with relatively inexpensive
over-the-counter ingredients, making
meth-amphetamine a drug with high
potential for widespread abuse.
Methamphetamine is commonly known
as "speed,” "meth," and "chalk." In its
smoked form it is often referred to as
"ice," "crystal," "crank," and "glass." It
is a white, odorless, bitter-tasting crys-
talline powder that easily dissolves in
water or alcohol. The drug was devel-
oped from its parent drug, ampheta-
mine, and was used originally in nasal
decongestants and bronchial inhalers.
Methamphetamine's chemical structure
is similar to that of amphetamine, but it
has more
pro -
nounced
effects
on the
central
nervous
system.
Like
ampheta-
mine, it
causes increased activity, decreased
appetite, and a general sense of well-
being. After the initial "rush," there is
typically a state of high agitation that in
some individuals can lead to violent
behavior.

Methamphetamine is a Schedule II
stimulant, having a high potential for
abuse and is available only through a
prescription. There are a few accepted
medical reasons for its use, such as the
treatment of narcolepsy, attention deficit
disorder, and for short-term use obesity;
but these medical uses are limited.

State of South Carolina
Code of Laws

TITLE 16. CRIMES AND OFFENSES CHAPTER 13. FORGERY, LARCENY, EMBEZZLEMENT, FALSE
PRETENSES AND CHEATS ARTICLE 1. MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES

SECTION 16-13-470. Defrauding drug and alcohol screening tests; penalty.

(A) It is unlawful for a person to:

(1) sell, give away, distribute, or market urine in this State or transport urine into this State with the intent of
using the urine to defraud a drug or alcohol screening test;

(2) attempt to foil or defeat a drug or alcohol screening test by the substitution or
of a sample or the advertisement of a sample substitution or other spiking device or

ure;

(3) adulterate a urine or other bodily fluid sample with the intent to

drug or alcohol screening test;

(4) possess adulterants which are intended to be used to adulterate
fluid sample for the purpose of defrauding a drug or alcohol screening

spiking
meas-

defraud a

a urine or other bodily
test; or

(5) sell adulterants which are intended to be used to adulterate a urine or other bodily fluid sample for the pur-
pose of defrauding a drug or alcohol screening test.

Intent is presumed if a heating element or any other device used to thwart a drug-screening test accompanies
the sale, giving, distribution, or marketing of urine or if instructions which provide a method for thwarting a
drug-screening test accompany the sale, giving, distribution, or marketing of urine.

(B) A person who violates a provision of subsection (A):

(1) for a first offense, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than five thou-
sand dollars or imprisoned not more than three years, or both; and

(2) for a second or subsequent offense, is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than
ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.
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What is Alcoholism?

Q #3: Is alcoholism inherited?
Research shows that the risk for
developing alcoholism does indeed
run in families. The genes a person
inherits partially explain this pat-
tern, but lifestyle is also a factor.
Currently, researchers are working
to discover the actual genes that put
people at risk for alcoholism. Your
friends, the amount of stress in
your life, and how readily available
alcohol is also are factors that may
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increase your risk for alcoholism.
But remember: Risk is not des-
tiny. Just because alcoholism
tends to run in families doesn't
mean that a child of an alcoholic

parent will automatically be-
come an alcoholic too. Some
people develop alcoholism even
though no one in their family
has a drinking problem. By the
same token, not all children of
alcoholic families get into trou-
ble with alcohol.
Knowing you are at risk is
important, though, because then
you can take steps to protect
yourself from developing prob-
lems with alcohol.




